
 

SECTION A: DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 

 

A1.1 DEFINITIONS 

A1.1 In this Code, except where the context otherwise requires, the expressions in the left 

hand column below shall have the meanings given to them in the right hand column 

below:   

SEC Release means any a package of one or more approved 

Modification Proposals to be implemented in the SEC 

and/or SEC Subsidiary Document(s) that requires 

Release Management by the DCC or Users as set out in 

Section D10.7, and is consequently undertaken which is 

implemented in accordance with the Panel SEC Release 

Management Policy. 

SEC Release 

Implementation Document 

has the mean given to that expression in means a 

document established under Section D10.112 (SEC 

Release Implementation Document) and which 

contains the information listed in Section D10.13. 

Panel SEC Release 

Management Policy 

has the meaning given to that expression inmeans the 

document established under Section D10.7 (SEC 

Release Management Policy) and which contains the 

information listed in Section D10.8. 

SEC Release Testing 

Approach Document 

means a document established under Section D10.18 

(SEC Release Testing Approach Document) and which 

contains the information listed in Section D10.19 in 

relation to the testing to be undertaken by the DCC with 

regards to a SEC Release. 

 

This document is classified as White in accordance with the Panel Information Policy. Information 
can be shared with the public, and any members may publish the information, subject to copyright.  



SECTION D – MODIFICATION PROCESS 
 

D10 IMPLEMENTATION 

General 

D10.1 Once a Modification Proposal has been approved in accordance with Section D9 

(Modification Proposal Decision) or an Authority-Led Variations has been approved in 

accordance with Section D9A.11 (Authority Decision), the Panel shall ensure that this 

Code is varied in accordance with the Modification Proposal or Authority-Led 

Variation, as set out in this Section D10. Authority-Led Variations are to be treated as 

Path 1 Modifications for the purposes of this Section D10 (and references to 

Modification Proposals shall be interpreted accordingly). 

Implementation 

D10.2 The Panel shall, at the next Panel meeting after a Modification Proposal has been 

approved: 

(a) determine what actions are required in order to ensure that the approved 

variation to this Code is made in accordance with the approved implementation 

timetable; and 

(b) set a timetable for the completion of each of those actions. 

D10.3 It shall be the duty of the Panel to ensure that the actions which are required to secure 

that an approved variation to this Code is made in accordance with the approved 

implementation timetable are taken. 

D10.4 Each Party shall co-operate with the Panel to the extent required to ensure that such 

variation is made with effect from such date. 

Subsequent Amendment to Implementation Timetable 

D10.5 Where, having regard to representations received from the Code Administrator or from 

any Party, the Panel considers that it is not reasonably practicable to make the approved 

variation to this Code in accordance with the approved implementation timetable: 



(a) the Panel may request the Authority to direct that a new implementation 

timetable be substituted for the first such timetable; and 

(b) where the Authority makes such a direction following a request by the Panel, 

the implementation timetable directed by the Authority shall have effect in 

substitution for the first such timetable, and the requirements of this Section D10 

shall be defined by relation to that later date. 

D10.6 Without prejudice to the generality of Section D10.5, the Panel shall make a request to 

the Authority under that Section where: 

(a) the decision of the Authority to approve the relevant Modification Proposal is 

subject to an appeal pursuant to section 173 of the Energy Act 2004 or is 

challenged by judicial review; and 

(b) the Panel considers that it is appropriate in the circumstances for the timetable 

to be delayed given such appeal or challenge.  

SEC Release Management Policy 

D10.7 To the extent thatThe implementation of an approved Modification Proposal will 

involve Release Management (or require the DCC or Users to undertake Release 

Management as a consequence of the Modification Proposal),take place as part of a 

SEC Release. tThe Panel shall ensure that such the implementation of a SEC Release is 

undertaken in accordance with a policy for Release Managementdetermined by the 

Panel (the “Panel SEC Release Management Policy”). 

D10.8 The Panel shall ensure that the Panel SEC Release Management Policy: 

(a) defines the scope of the matters that are to be subject to the policy in a manner 

consistent with the Service Management Standards; 

(b)(a) includes a mechanism for setting priorities for different types of such 

mattersallocating Modification Proposals into SEC Releases; 

(c)(b) defines periods of change-freeze where no such matters may be 

implementeddefines a mechanism by which the Panel shall co-ordinate and 

oversee the content and delivery of a SEC Release; and 



(c) defines periods of a mechanism by which notice is to be given to the Users prior 

to the implementation of such mattersa SEC Release; 

(d) defines a mechanism by which the Panel shall review the main components of 

the forecast and actual costs of a SEC Release and, if requested by the Authority, 

how the Panel shall provide a report on this to the Authority; and 

(d)(e) defines a mechanism by which the Panel shall determine that the SEC Release 

shall be put into live operation. 

D10.9 The Panel shall make the Panel SEC Release Management Policy available to the DCC 

and Users on the SEC Website. The Panel shall consult with the DCC and Users before 

it first establishes the Panel SEC Release Management Policy, and before it makes any 

changes to the Panel SEC Release Management Policy. 

D10.10 The DCC shall co-operate with the Panel in planning and implementing SEC Releases 

in accordance with the SEC Release Management Policy and shall provide any 

information reasonably requested by the Panel for this purpose. 

D10.11 The Panel may appoint, or require DCC to appoint, an external auditor to monitor the 

DCC’s implementation process, plans and progress in support of a SEC Release, and 

shall approve any external auditor’s terms of reference. The DCC must co-operate with 

any external auditor that is appointed, including (but not limited to) allowing access to 

such records, test results, test laboratories and test witnessing as the external auditor 

may reasonably require. 

SEC Release Implementation Document 

D10.102 To support the Panel in discharging the activities set out in Section D10.2, tThe 

Panel shall develop and publish a “SEC Release Implementation Document” for each 

SEC Release in accordance with the Panel SEC Release Management Policy. The DCC 

shall be required to undertake the implementation and testing activities as set out in the 

relevant Release Implementation Document once approved by the Panel. 

D10.113 The Panel shall ensure that each SEC Release Implementation Document: 

(a) Ddefines the content of athe SEC Release; 



(b) Ddefines the timescales associated with implementing the content of athe SEC 

Release, including timescales for the commencement and completion of DCC 

and User testing phases; 

(c) defines how the DCC shall report progress towards readiness; 

(c)(d) Defines the testing that will be undertaken by the DCC for the SEC Release; 

 (i) To help define the DCC testing, the DCC, on request of the Panel, shall 

produce a document setting out the testing approach to meet 

requirements of each approved Modification Proposal within each SEC 

Release; 

(d)(e) Defines the required level of User testing and how the DCC shall support Users 

to test the changes that make up each the SEC Release; and 

(e)(f) Defines the SEC Release acceptance go-live criteria that shall be agreed by the 

Panel in accordance with the SEC Release Management Policy. 

D10.14 The DCC shall provide any information reasonably requested by the Panel that is 

required for inclusion in the SEC Release Implementation Document for a SEC 

Release. 

D10.125 The Panel shall approve the SEC Release Implementation Document and any 

subsequent amendments. The Release Implementation Document cannot be further 

updated after the periods of notice defined in the Panel Release Management Policy (in 

accordance with Section D10.8(d)). 

D10.16 The DCC shall be required to undertake the implementation and testing activities for a 

SEC Release as set out in the relevant SEC Release Implementation Document once 

approved by the Panel.  

D10.137 Any Party that wishes to appeal the Panel approval of the SEC Release 

Implementation Document, may do so within 10 Working Days following the 

publication of the decision to approve. Any appeal referred to the Authority, must 

specify the reasons for the appeal. The Authority shall determine what action to take 

with the appeal (which determination shall, without prejudice to section 173 of the 

Energy Act 2004, be final and binding for the purposes of this Code). 



SEC Release Testing Approach Document 

D10.18 The DCC, on request of the Panel, shall produce a document setting out how the 

requirements of Sections D10.13(d) and (e) will be satisfied (the “SEC Release Testing 

Approach Document”). A SEC Release Testing Approach Document shall be 

considered a part of the SEC Release Implementation Document for the relevant SEC 

Release. 

D10.19 The DCC shall ensure that each SEC Release Testing Approach Document: 

(a) defines the testing objectives, including the assurance to be achieved; 

(b) defines the testing strategy that will be followed; and 

(c) sets out the consequences of the testing strategy, including costs and risks in 

business terms. 

D10.20 The DCC shall prepare and consult upon each SEC Release Testing Approach 

Document and any subsequent amendments. The Panel shall review each SEC Release 

Testing Approach Document and any subsequent amendments. 


