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Stage 04: Modification Report Consultation Responses 

SECMP0048 
‘Extension of SMETS 
gas Valve exemption 
to include U16 Large 
Gas Meters installed 
at Domestic Premises’ 
About this document 

This document contains the collated responses to the SECMP0048 Modification Report 

Consultation (MRC). The Change Board will consider these responses when making its 

determination on this modification.   

If you would like any further information, or to discuss any questions you may have, 

please do not hesitate to contact Nikki Olomo on 020 7081 3095 or email 

SEC.Change@gemserv.com.  
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About this Document  

This document contains the collated responses to the Modification Report Consultation 

(MRC) for SECMP0048. 

The Change Board will consider these responses at its meeting on 25th July 2018, where it 

will determine whether SECMP0048 should be approved. 
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Question 1 

Q1: Do you agree that the proposed solution better facilitates the SEC Objectives  and should therefore be approved? 

Party Name Party Category Yes/No/ Neutral  Comments 

E.ON Large Supplier No 

There is to date no evidence to our knowledge that demonstrates the likely 

development of a SMETS-compliant U16 Gas meter where the 

requirement for a valve is removed. Thus, we do not see that this 

Modification better facilitates any of the SEC objectives. We acknowledge 

however, that should such evidence materialise detailing that dependency, 

then removing the requirement for a valve would: 

     enable the installation of Smart Metering Systems at consumer’s 

premises, and would thus better facilitate objective a, and 

     enable consumers to manage their energy consumption through said 

Smart Metering System, therein facilitating objective c.  

Centrica/British Gas Large Supplier Yes 

This Modification Proposal better facilitates General SEC Objectives (a), 

(c) and (d) for the following reasons:  

• Objective (a): The modification will increase the likelihood of domestic 

customers that require a U16 Large Gas Meter to benefit from 

SMETS/DCC. Without this modification it is unlikely that a SMETS 

compliant Large Gas meter will be developed. Customers with Large Gas 

meters will retain traditional meters for longer and can only ever expect to, 

at best, get an advanced meter. An advanced meter has less functionality 

and customer benefits when compared to SMETS equivalent metering.  
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• Objective (c): Domestic customers will be better placed to manage their 

energy usage through SMETS metering and connected devices. The 

ability to have a SMETS compliant meter will allow for these domestic 

customers to benefit in the same way as the majority of domestic 

customers will do that have ‘standard’ sized gas meters (e.g. U6).  

• Objective (d): The modification will increase the potential usability of a 

single meter variant to cover both domestic and non-domestic premises, 

reducing the risk of issues at change of supply with interoperability and 

allowing rationalisation of solutions (SMETS and advanced metering) used 

is single premises  

ScottishPower Energy 

Retail Ltd 
Large Supplier Yes If approved, we think SECMP0084 will better facilitate Objectives A and C 
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Question 2 

Q2: Having considered the potential impacts and costs to your organisation, as well as the cost to deliver the modification, do 

you agree that SECMP0048 should be approved? 

Party Name Party Category Yes/No Comments 

E.ON Large Supplier No 

We do not believe that the costs provided for this Modification represent 

the full cost of its implementation. The DCC have made it clear on many an 

occasion that the uplift of a version of Technical Specifications has a 

System impact for them. We therefore believe that this ought to be 

reviewed and clarified within the costs associated with the implementation 

of this Modification.  

In addition, we would like some clarification as to the impact on DCC’s 

testing charges should a SMETS-compliant U16 meter be developed 

following the removal of the requirement for said meter to have a valve 

where installed at domestic premises.  

The current solution also fails to consider U10 gas meters, thus Domestic 

consumers which require a U10 meter would remain in the population that 

cannot benefit from Smart Metering Systems (with no economically-viable 

way to exchange a U10 to either a U6 or U16 Smart meter).  

Centrica/British Gas Large Supplier Yes 

Implementation of this modification would allow for meter manufacturers to 

develop a single solution for domestic and non-domestic customers. There 

are no direct costs for suppliers, or other SEC Parties, associated with 

implementation of this modification proposal.  



  

 
 
 

 

SECMP0048  

Working Group 

Consultation 

Responses 

DD MONTH YEAR 

Version 0.1 

Page 6 of 10 

This document is 

classified as White 

© SECCo 2018 
 

Administered by Gemserv, 8 Fenchurch Place, London EC3M 4AJ 

 

ScottishPower Energy 

Retail Ltd 
Large Supplier Yes 
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Question 3 

Q3: Do you agreed that draft legal text changes deliver the intention of the modification ? 

Party Name Party Category Yes/No Comments 

E.ON Large Supplier Yes 

However, we note that we would not support a change to the Technical 

Specifications relevant R2.0, instead we would expect to see a new 

version of these specifications (i.e. SMETSv2.X). 

Centrica/British Gas Large Supplier Yes 

The legal text simply clarifies in the applicable versions of SMETS that a 

Valve is not required when a Large Gas Meter is installed at either 

Domestic or Non-Domestic Premises.  

This is a minor change to the SMETS versions, it does not change the 

functionality of devices, and we agree that it therefore does not need to go 

through the EU notification process.  

ScottishPower Energy 

Retail Ltd 
Large Supplier Yes 
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Question 4 

Q4: Do you agree with recommended implementation date?  

Party Name Party Category Yes/No Comments 

E.ON Large Supplier Neutral 

It is not appropriate for Parties to be asked whether or not they agree with 

flouting the Release Management Policy; it is for the Panel to determine 

changes to a Release. To be clear, we would not object to the proposed 

implementation date if Panel were to approve it.  

Centrica/British Gas Large Supplier Yes 

As an enabling modification proposal there is no required lead time for 

implementation and therefore this should happen at the earliest 

opportunity. We therefore support the suggested implementation date of 

November 2018.  

ScottishPower Energy 

Retail Ltd 
Large Supplier Yes 
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Question 5 

Q5) Do you have any further comments on SECMP0048?  

Party Name Party Category Yes/No Comments 

E.ON Large Supplier Yes 

Even where the evidence required in our response to Q1 were provided, 

we would have reservations about supporting this Modification where it is 

not known what the Authority will likely do with regard to Gas Supply 

Licence Condition 33.3. It would also beneficial to understand whether the 

development of a SMETS-compliant U16 meter would have any impact on 

the choice of a Non-MB consumer with regard to Smart or AMR, and any 

impact to DCC capacity and subsequent User ‘traffic thresholds’ for both of 

the aforementioned clarifications. 

Centrica/British Gas Large Supplier Yes 

Implementation of this modification does not degrade or lessen the 

functionality of meters that will be installed at domestic premises, it will 

allow for domestic consumers to have a SMETS installation rather than a 

traditional meter or, at best, and advanced meter.  

Not having a requirement for a valve would not prevent a Domestic 

customer from taking advantage of prepayment functionality. Prepayment 

mode would still be required on a Large Gas Meter installed at a domestic 

premises. This would allow customers to choose prepayment as a 

payment option whereas they are unable to do so with traditional or 

advanced Large Meter solutions.  

We do not see any disadvantages to the implementation of this proposal 

and, as the proposer, we have not been made aware of any other 

concerns or issues from other industry parties.  
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ScottishPower Energy 

Retail Ltd 
Large Supplier No 

 

 

 


