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Modification Report Consultation 
Responding to this consultation
This is the Modification Report Consultation for MP222 ‘CPL submission efficiency improvements’.
We invite you to respond to this consultation and welcome your responses to the questions set out in this form. To help us better understand your views on this Modification Proposal, please provide rationale to support your responses.
To help us process your response efficiently, please email your completed response form to sec.change@gemserv.com with the subject line ‘MP222 Modification Report Consultation response’.
If you have any questions or you wish to respond verbally, please contact Bradley Baker on 020 7770 6597 or email sec.change@gemserv.com.
Deadline for responses
This consultation will close at 17:00 on Friday 12 May 2023. 
The Change Board may not be able to consider late responses.

Summary of the proposal
What is the issue?
At present, a Device Manufacturer can add a new Device to the Central Products List (CPL) without any Supplier endorsement. However, under current arrangements, a Device Manufacturer is not permitted to update an existing CPL-registered Device without the endorsement of a Supplier. Where there is no Supplier endorsement for a new Device hardware or firmware version, the Device Manufacturer cannot progress with the CPL submission, hence a product that has gone through rigorous Certified Product Assurance (CPA) and other relevant assessments cannot be listed or used.
Furthermore, Smart Energy Code (SEC) Appendix Z (Section 5.2) refers to Suppliers following a CPA Assurance Maintenance Plan when a new firmware or hardware version is being submitted for CPL inclusion. However, in practice, Manufacturers manage this process, with the oversight of the Security Sub-Committee (SSC) and the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), not Suppliers. 
The Device Manufacturer compiles and keeps all relevant evidence that it has acted in accordance with the terms of the relevant CPA Assurance Maintenance Plan, should the Panel or the Authority request this. This obligation is the responsibility of the Supplier, however Suppliers fully devolve this responsibility of creating CPL updates in line with this process through the relevant Device Manufacturer.

What is the solution?
The Proposed Solution is to remove the requirement for a Supplier Party to provide endorsement or approval for a firmware or hardware revision to a Smart Metering Equipment Technical Specifications (SMETS) 2 Device that is currently listed on the CPL. This will result in a more efficient process when making updates available to pre-existing CPL-listed Devices.
By removing the Supplier endorsement from a Manufacturer’s CPL submission, the Manufacturer is solely responsible for the CPA Assurance Maintenance Plan. They will provide the documentation to the CPL submission process directly and fulfil any questions that might arise without unnecessary delay. For clarity, this does not force the Supplier to deploy the update but is designed to enable a Supplier to do this more quickly and take advantage of available certified firmware without undue delay. This modification will not impact the current CPA certification process.
The Proposed Solution will also enable the Manufacturer (provided it is a SEC Party) to submit the Hash Image, without it having to be submitted via a Supplier Party as currently required.
This is a proposed governance change and will not impact Data Communications Company (DCC) Systems.
For clarity, SEC Appendix Z ‘CPL Requirements Document’ will be amended to state that Supplier Parties and Manufacturers who are SEC Parties can submit CPL submissions, but that if a Manufacturer creates a submission, the Supplier Party endorsement will not be required. If the Manufacturer is not a SEC Party, it will have to abide by the current obligations and seek the Supplier’s endorsement.

Will I be impacted?
MP222 is expected to impact the following SEC Parties:
Large Suppliers
Small Suppliers
Other SEC Parties
DCC
Full details of how this modification may impact you can be found in the Modification Report.
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