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Technical Specification Issue Resolution Proposal

This note provides BEIS’s interim position on an issue identified with the current version of the Technical Specifications or their associated content.  Please note this position should be considered as Draft until ratified through TBDG.  


	Date
	24 February 2022

	Issue Resolution Proposal
	IRP641

	Issues Log ID
	TS1313

	Issue Title
	Debt to Clear definition query

	Source
	Honeywell

	Date Raised
	9 June 2020

	Status
	Draft v0_1

	Documentation Reference
	SMETS2 4 November 2021


Description:	
I think we have found a minor discrepancy between the glossary definition of Debt to Clear and the more detailed definition in SMETS2 
The glossary definition of Debt to Clear, which has not changed since Version 1.57 is as follows   
“The amount of credit the consumer needs to add to ESME or GSME to cause the Meter Balance to rise to the disablement threshold when operating in Prepayment Mode.” 
The more defined definition in 4.4.7.2 advises 
If the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) is equal to or below the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12) GSME shall be capable of maintaining a calculation of the Debt to Clear based on: 
viii.  the difference between the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) and the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12); 
ix.    amount of debt accumulated in the Accumulated Debt Register(4.6.5.1); 
x.     amount of Emergency Credit activated and used by the Consumer; and 
xi.    the payment-based debt to be collected based on (viii), (ix) and (x) (as defined by Debt Recovery per Payment(4.6.4.8) taking account of the amount remaining in the Payment Debt Register(4.6.5.13), the payment-based debt payments in the Billing Data Log(4.6.5.3) and the Debt Recovery Rate Cap(4.6.4.10)). 
The issue we have is that the order of applying credit as defined in 4.5.3.3 is  
In executing the Command, GSME shall be capable of applying the credit added in the following order: 
xii.  recovery of payment-based debt of an amount defined by Debt Recovery per Payment(4.6.4.8) from the Payment Debt Register(4.6.5.13) subject to the Debt Recovery Rate Cap(4.6.4.10); 
xiii. recovery of debt accumulated in the Accumulated Debt Register(4.6.5.1);  
xiv. where the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) is less than the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12), increasing the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) until it is equal to the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12); 
xv.  repayment of Emergency Credit activated and used by the Consumer and so increasing the Emergency Credit Balance(4.6.5.8) accordingly; and 
xvi. adding remaining credit (the credit after deduction of (xii), (xiii), (xiv) and (xv) above) to the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11). 
Based on the glossary definition that credit only needs to cause the meter balance to rise to the disablement threshold, it could be construed that once you have added enough credit to pay off the following the meter balance is at the disablement threshold 
xii.  recovery of payment-based debt of an amount defined by Debt Recovery per Payment(4.6.4.8) from the Payment Debt Register(4.6.5.13) subject to the Debt Recovery Rate Cap(4.6.4.10); 
xiii. recovery of debt accumulated in the Accumulated Debt Register(4.6.5.1);  
xiv. where the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) is less than the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12), increasing the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) until it is equal to the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12); 
This would infer that you do not include repayment of Emergency Credit activated and used in the Debt to Clear calculation. 
The line “xiv. where the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) is less than the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12), increasing the Meter Balance(4.6.5.11) until it is equal to the Disablement Threshold(4.6.4.12)” was not in Version 1.57 and was only added in a later version of SMETS and therefore I presume it was an oversight not to update the glossary definition at the same time. 
 
Proposed Position:
As explained in the issue, there is, in the SMETS Glossary definition, potential ambiguity as to whether repayment of the ‘amount of Emergency Credit activated and used by the Consumer’ should be included in the calculated value of ‘Debt to Clear’, or not[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Other relevant issues including TS0625 have been considered.
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk62475324]However, there are five Sections in SMETS (4.4.7.2, 5.5.7.2, 5.11.2.2, 7.4.3.1 and 7.4.3.2), which detail the calculation of Debt To Clear for each of the GSME, ESME and PPMID.  All five of those Sections explicitly state that the ‘amount of Emergency Credit activated and used by the Consumer’ has to be included in the Debt to Clear calculation.
The proposed change is to amend the Glossary definition to make explicit the Glossary alignment to the requirements on GSME, ESME and PPMID.

Interoperability and / or Compatibility 
This change is to align a Glossary term explicitly to existing GSME, ESME and PPMID requirements in SMETS.  Therefore, it has no impact on DCC Users, consumers, systems, or Devices.

Required Changes to Documentation:
In the SMETS Glossary, make the changes to the definition for ‘Debt to Clear’ as shown in the markup below:
[image: ]
	TS version for incorporation
	TBC

	Impact on previous IRPs
	None

	Attachment(s)
	None

	Affected Parties
	None, this is a documentation-only change leading to no change in processing. 
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