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MP196 ‘Further IVP Extension for pre SMETs 2 v4.2 Devices’This document is classified as White in accordance with the Panel Information Policy. Information can be shared with the public, and any members may publish the information, subject to copyright. 

Modification Report Consultation 
Responding to this consultation
This is the Modification Report Consultation for MP196 ‘Further IVP Extension for pre SMETs 2 v4.2 Devices’.
We invite you to respond to this consultation and welcome your responses to the questions set out in this form. To help us better understand your views on this Modification Proposal, please provide rationale to support your responses.
To help us process your response efficiently, please email your completed response form to sec.change@gemserv.com with the subject line ‘MP196 Modification Report Consultation response’.
If you have any questions or you wish to respond verbally, please contact Mike Fenn on 020 3314 1142 or email sec.change@gemserv.com.
Deadline for responses
This consultation will close at 17:00 on Monday 17 January 2022 
The Change Board may not be able to consider late responses.

Summary of the proposal
What is the issue?
The SEC sets out the Smart Metering technical specifications. To ensure interoperability, the dates that these technical specifications can be used are set out within SEC Schedule 11 ‘Technical Specification Applicability Tables’ (TSAT). The Installation Validity Period (IVP) sets out the date until which these Devices can be installed. The current IVP end-date displayed in the TSAT for all pre-Smart Metering Equipment Technical Specifications (SMETS) 2 v4.2 is 27 April 2022.
In March 2020 the UK government issued social distancing guidance around the transmission of COVID-19. This resulted in only essential meter installations taking place, which dramatically reduced the number of smart meters installed after March 2020. Issues of engineer availability, cancelled appointments, and refused site access have continued throughout 2021 due to concerns around COVID-19. In addition, the recent high volume of Supplier of Last Resort (SoLR) events means a significant number of Devices within the supply chain will need to be accounted for and re-allocated. Pressures within the supply chain relating to component availability and the potential for significant price increases in 2022 mean that suitable measures should be taken to prevent any unnecessary wastage of existing pre-SMETS2 v4.2 Devices already manufactured and in stock awaiting installation.
If the IVP end-date for pre-SMETS2 v4.2 Devices is not extended, large quantities of these Devices will need to be scrapped at great financial and environmental cost, as Supplier Parties, Device Manufacturers, and Meter Asset Providers (MAPs) would not be able to install their existing stock.

What is the solution?
The Proposed Solution is to extend the IVP end-date for any pre-SMETS2 v4.2 Devices from its current date of 27 April 2022 for a further 12 months to 27 April 2023. This will allow Supplier Parties, Device Manufacturers and MAPs to avoid the significant financial costs that would be caused by having to write off the existing stock of pre-SMETS v4.2 Devices which wouldn’t be able to be installed past the current IVP end-date.

Will I be impacted?
MP179 is expected to impact the following SEC Parties:
Large Suppliers
Small Suppliers
Device Manufacturers
Meter Asset Providers
Full details of how this modification may impact you can be found in the Modification Report.
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Consultation questions
	Question 1

	Do you believe that MP196 should be approved or rejected?
Please provide your rationale with reference to the General SEC Objectives.
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	Please provide any further comments you may have.
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