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SEC Change Board Meeting 52 

24 March 2021, 10:00 – 10:40 

Teleconference 

SECCB_52_2403- Draft Minutes 

Attendees: 

 

Category Change Board Members 

Change Board Chair David Kemp (DK) 

Large Suppliers 

Emslie Law (EL) 

Rachel Norberg (RN)  

David Rodger (DR) 

Tim Larcher (TL) 

Simon Trivella (ST) (part) 

Small Suppliers Carolyn Burns (CB) 

Network Parties 
Hilary Chapman (HC) (alternate for David Mitchell) 

Gemma Slaney (GS) 

Other SEC Parties 
Alastair Cobb (AC) 

Gerdjan Busker (GB) 

Representing Other Participants 

Data Communications Company 

(DCC) 
Sasha Townsend (ST) 

Smart Energy Code Administrator 

and Secretariat (SECAS) 

Holly Burton (HB) (Meeting Secretary) 

Ali Beard (AB) 

Rainer Lischetzki (RL) 

Harry Jones (HJ) 

Khaleda Hussain (KH) 

Bradley Baker (BB) 

This document is classified as White in accordance with the Panel Information Policy. Information 

can be shared with the public and any Members may publish the information, subject to copyright.  
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Apologies: 

 

1. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

The Secretary confirmed no comments had been received on the minutes from the previous Change 

Board meeting held on Wednesday 24 February 2021. The Change Board APPROVED the minutes 

as written.  

 

2. Actions Outstanding 

Action Ref Action  

51/01 

SECAS to review the implementation date and approach for MP077 and present 

this to the SEC Panel at its March 2021 meeting for consideration on whether this 

date should be changed. 

SECAS presented this to the Panel on 12 March 2021. The Panel has since asked SECAS to prepare 

a financial assessment for the costs of moving the implementation date from the November 2021 

SEC Release. 

Action: Closed. 

 

A CB member (RN) questioned the status of a previous action raised for the DCC to clarify in the 

planned maintenance documentation that low impact maintenance windows will not impact on system 

availability. There was question around whether low impact changes would cause an incident and 

would potentially take down the whole system.  

The DCC previously mentioned the communications it sends out when performing Planned 

Maintenance (both high and low) already describe what parts of the system are being impacted. Low 

impact maintenance will not impact end-to-end comms, I&C and SMETS1 migrations, and will not 

prevent Users from sending Service Requests. As part of the January 2021 meeting, the DCC agreed 

to provide a written document or guidance to confirm that Low Impact maintenance would not result in 

any unprecedented issues on other system services during Low Impact Maintenance.  

SECAS (AB) agreed to investigate and provide an update offline.  

Joe Hehir (JH) 

Representing Other Participants 

Large Supplier Alex Hurcombe (AH) 

Small Supplier Gareth Evans (GE) 

Network Parties David Mitchell (DM) 

Other SEC Parties Mike Woodhall (MW) 

Consumers Ed Rees (ER) 
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ACTION 52/01: SECAS to provide an update on how and where written clarity that Low Impact 

Planned Maintenance will not impact on system availability will be provided. 

 

3. SECMP0056 ‘IHD / PPMID Zigbee Attributes Available on the HAN’ Change Board 

vote 

The Change Board was invited to perform the final vote on SECMP0056 ‘IHD / PPMID Zigbee 

Attributes Available on the HAN’.  

 

A CB member (RN) noted their support for this modification but raised concerns regarding the 

breakdown of costs between the Communications Service Provider (CSP) North and the CSP South 

& Central. Moving forward, it would be beneficial for future modifications to consider where the costs 

would vastly differ for North regions compared to South and Central. The member asked what is 

being done to manage this difference in costs. Another CB member (EL) agreed that the Industry 

cannot be in a position where future modifications will have vast cost differences dependant on the 

area.  

The DCC (ST) agreed to take this away and investigate further and will feed these comments back to 

the Programme Director. To confirm the DCC has always looked into and challenged the costs with 

CSP North. Part of the recent design review has been to look at Impact Assessments and the 

differences between costs for Service Providers.  

ACTION 52/02: The DCC to provide an update on what it is doing to manage and challenge the 

differences in CSP costs. 

No further comments were raised, and the Change Board proceeded to vote.  

Change Board Vote – SECMP0056 decision: 

The voting outcome is shown below: 

Party Category Approve Reject Abstain Conclusion 

Large Suppliers 3 2 0 Approve 

Small Suppliers 1 0 0 Approve 

Network Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

Other SEC Parties 1 1 0 Reject 

Consumers 0 0 0 - 

Overall conclusion: Approve 

 

The view of the Change Board is that SECMP0056 will better facilitate SEC Objectives (a)1, (c)2 and 

(f)3 for the reasons given in the Modification Report. All Members noted the continuing concern 

regarding the costs associated with implementing modifications and wish to have this noted with the 

submission to the Authority.and that these should be investigated further. The three members that 

 
1 Facilitate the efficient provision, installation, operation and interoperability of smart metering systems at energy consumers’ 
premises within Great Britain 
2 Facilitate energy consumers’ management of their use of electricity and gas through the provision of appropriate information 

via smart metering systems 
3 Ensure the protection of data and the security of data and systems in the operation of the SEC 

https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/ihd-ppmid-zigbee-attributes-available-on-the-han/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/ihd-ppmid-zigbee-attributes-available-on-the-han/
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voted to recommend rejecting SECMP0056 noted this was due to the high costs to implement the 

change.  

The Change Board: 

• AGREED that SECMP0056 should proceed to vote;  

• AGREED to recommend to the Authority that SECMP0056 should be APPROVED; and 

• PROVIDED rationale for this decision against the General SEC Objectives. 

SECMP0056 will be submitted to the Authority for determination. If a decision to approve is received 

on or before 30 July 2021 then SECMP0056 will be implemented on 30 June 2022 as part of the 

June 2022 SEC Release. If a decision is received after 30 July 2021 but before 3 December 2021, 

then SECMP0056 will be implemented on 3 November 2022 as part of the November 2022 Release. 

 

4. MP105 ‘Sending SR11.2 to Devices in Suspended State’ Change Board vote 

The Change Board was invited to perform the final vote on MP105 ‘Sending SR11.2 to Devices in 

Suspended State’.  

  

No comments were raised, and the Change Board proceeded to vote.  

Change Board Vote – MP105 decision: 

The voting outcome is shown below: 

Party Category Approve Reject Abstain Conclusion 

Large Suppliers 5 0 0 Approve 

Small Suppliers 1 0 0 Approve 

Network Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

Other SEC Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

Consumers 0 0 0 - 

Overall conclusion: Approve 

 

The view of the Change Board is that MP105 will better facilitate SEC Objective (a) for the reasons 

given in the Modification Report.  

The Change Board: 

• AGREED that MP105 should proceed to vote;  

• AGREED that MP105 should be APPROVED under Self-Governance; and 

• PROVIDED rationale for this decision against the General SEC Objectives. 

There will now be 10 Working Days for any SEC Party who wishes to refer the Change Board’s 

decision to the SEC Panel to do so. This referral period will close at 5pm on Friday 9 April 2021.  

If no referrals are received by this date, then MP105 will be implemented on 4 November 2021 as part 

of the November 2021 SEC Release.  

 

https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/sending-sr11-2-to-devices-in-suspended-state/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/sending-sr11-2-to-devices-in-suspended-state/
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5. MP148 ‘IVP Extension for pre-SMETS2 v4.2 Devices’ Change Board vote 

The Change Board was invited to perform the final vote on MP148 ‘Extension for pre-SMETS2 

Devices’. 

No comments were raised, and the Change Board proceeded to vote.  

Change Board Vote – MP148 decision: 

The voting outcome is shown below: 

Party Category Approve Reject Abstain Conclusion 

Large Suppliers 4 0 0 Approve 

Small Suppliers 1 0 0 Approve 

Network Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

Other SEC Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

Consumers 0 0 0 - 

Overall conclusion: Approve 

 

The view of the Change Board is that MP148 will better facilitate SEC Objective (a) for the reasons 

given in the Modification Report.  

The Change Board: 

• AGREED that MP148 should proceed to vote;  

• AGREED that MP148 should be APPROVED under Self-Governance; and 

• PROVIDED rationale for this decision against the General SEC Objectives. 

There will now be 10 Working Days for any SEC Party who wishes to refer the Change Board’s 

decision to the SEC Panel to do so. This referral period will close at 5pm on Friday 9 April 2021.  

If no referrals are received by this date, then MP148 will be implemented as part of an ad-hoc SEC 

Release 10 Working Days after decision on Friday 23 April 2021.  

 

6. MP150 ‘Removing Table 28c from the GBCS’ Change Board vote 

The Change Board was invited to perform the final vote on MP150 ‘Removing Table 28c from the 

GBCS’. 

  

No comments were raised, and the Change Board proceeded to vote.  

Change Board Vote – MP150 decision: 

The voting outcome is shown below: 

Party Category Approve Reject Abstain Conclusion 

Large Suppliers 4 0 0 Approve 

Small Suppliers 1 0 0 Approve 

Network Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/ivp-extension-for-pre-smets2-v4-2-devices/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/ivp-extension-for-pre-smets2-v4-2-devices/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/removing-table-28c-from-the-gbcs/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/removing-table-28c-from-the-gbcs/
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Party Category Approve Reject Abstain Conclusion 

Other SEC Parties 2 0 0 Approve 

Consumers 0 0 0 - 

Overall conclusion: Approve 

 

The view of the Change Board is that MP150 will better facilitate SEC Objective (a) for the reasons 

given in the Modification Report.  

The Change Board: 

• AGREED that MP150 should proceed to vote;  

• AGREED that MP150 should be APPROVED under Self-Governance; and 

• PROVIDED rationale for this decision against the General SEC Objectives. 

There will now be 10 Working Days for any SEC Party who wishes to refer the Change Board’s 

decision to the SEC Panel to do so. This referral period will close at 5pm on Friday 9 April 2021.  

If no referrals are received by this date, then MP150 will be implemented on 4 November 2021 as part 

of the November 2021 SEC Release. 

 

7. SECMP0024 ‘Enduring Approach to Communication Hub Firmware Management’ 

Impact Assessment Request 

The Change Board was invited to approve the DCC IA request for SECMP0024 ‘Enduring Approach 

to Communication Hub Firmware Management’.  

 

No comments were raised.  

The Change Board AGREED that a DCC Impact Assessment should be requested for SECMP0024. 

 

8. MP078 ‘Incorporation of multiple Issue Resolution Proposals into the SEC – Part 2’ 

Impact Assessment Request 

The Change Board was invited to approve the DCC IA request for MP078 ‘Incorporation of multiple 

Issue Resolution Proposals into the SEC – Part 2’.  

  

A CB member (AC) questioned whether input should be sought from Device Manufacturers, and 

when this was going to be addressed. SECAS agreed to reach out to Device Manufacturers to seek 

views in parallel with the DCC Impact Assessment.  

No further comments were raised.  

The Change Board AGREED that a DCC Impact Assessment should be requested for MP078. 

 

9. Any Other Business 

There was no further business, and the Chair closed the meeting.  

https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/enduring-approach-to-communication-hub-firmware-management/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/enduring-approach-to-communication-hub-firmware-management/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/incorporation-of-multiple-issue-resolution-proposals-into-the-sec-part-2/
https://smartenergycodecompany.co.uk/modifications/incorporation-of-multiple-issue-resolution-proposals-into-the-sec-part-2/
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Next scheduled meeting date: 21 April 2021  


