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Department for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy  
1 Victoria Street, 
London SW1H 0ET 
 
www.gov.uk/beis  
 
 

 

The Authority (Ofgem), the SEC Panel, SEC Parties and 
other interested parties 

5 May 2020 

 

 

 

 

Dear Colleague, 

SMART METERING IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMME: GOVERNMENT DIRECTION TO 

RE-DESIGNATE THE TRANSITION AND MIGRATION APPROACH DOCUMENT AND 

SMETS1 SUPPORTING REQUIREMENTS TO SUPPORT THE DCC SMETS1 SERVICE  

 

1. This letter constitutes the Government response to a consultation (and resulting 

direction) on a designation date for new versions of SEC Appendix AL – SMETS1 

Transition and Migration Approach Document (TMAD) - and SEC Appendix AM: 

SMETS1 Supporting Requirements (S1SR). The consultation was undertaken by DCC 

on BEIS behalf, alongside the proposed amendments to these documents, and ran 

between 24 February 2020 and 13 March 2020.  

 

2. The TMAD sets out the detailed technical and procedural requirements relating to the 

migration of first generation (SMETS1) smart meter devices. It was first designated by 

the Secretary of State on 21 June 2019. The S1SR describes supplementary rules for 

how the DCC will process SMETS1 Service Requests / Service Reference Variants (SR / 

SRV) and includes the accommodation of behaviours that are specific to certain 

SMETS1 Device Models. It was first designated by the Secretary of State on 28 July 

2019. 

3. The DCC consultation proposed a re-designation date of 5 May 2020 (or, if necessary, 

as soon as reasonably practicable within one month thereafter) for each of the updates 

to the TMAD and the S1SR, to coincide with a related uplift (SMETS1 Core 1.1) to DCC 

systems to implement the changes. 

 

4. On 31 March 2020, DCC submitted to BEIS amended TMAD and S1SR for re-

designation together with its consultation conclusions and copies of the responses 

received from stakeholders.  

 

5. We note that the comments received by DCC across both consultations were broadly 

supportive of the proposals and that DCC has, where necessary, addressed the 

comments that have been received from industry and, where appropriate, sought 
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additional feedback from respondents.  

 

6. On the issue of the designation date, all six respondents were supportive of the proposal 

for the Secretary of State to re-designate the TMAD and S1SR as proposed. 

 

7. DCC has subsequently completed testing the changes, with TAG approving the 

completion report for the uplift on 29 May. DCC has also afforded suppliers the 

opportunity to undertake user testing. We note that three new underlying device specific 

behaviours have been identified which, whilst not linked to or thereby holding up the 

SMETS Core 1.1 uplift, will be brought forward for consultation shortly.  

 

8. We would note that following implementation, it is incumbent on DCC and energy 

suppliers to take a cautious approach to migrating dormant and active meters 

respectively where they are known to have auxiliary load circuits. We recognise that this 

is the intent of all parties and but would stress the importance of working together on 

such an approach to avoid any risk to consumer energy supply.  

 

9. We conclude that it is appropriate for the new version of TMAD (v.4.0) and a new version 

of S1SR (v.3.0) to be designated on 6 May 2020. These documents as well as marked-

up copies showing changes relative to the versions previously in legal effect are provided 

in the Annexes to this direction. 

 
Direction  
 
This direction is made for the purposes of the smart meter communication licences granted 
to Smart DCC Ltd under the Electricity Act 1989 and the Gas Act 1986 (such licences being 
the "DCC Licence") and the Smart Energy Code designated by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to the DCC Licence (such code being the "SEC").  
 
Words and expressions used in this direction shall be interpreted in accordance with Section 
A (Definitions and Interpretation) of the SEC.  
 
Pursuant to Condition 22 of the DCC Licence and Section X5 (Incorporation of Certain 
Documents into this Code) of the SEC, the Secretary of State directs that, with effect from 6 
May 2020, the SMETS1 Transition and Migration Approach Document previously designated 
and incorporated into the SEC as Appendix AL of the SEC is hereby re-designated and 
incorporated in the form set out in Annex A of this direction.  
 
Pursuant to Condition 22 of the DCC Licence and Section X5 (Incorporation of Certain 
Documents into this Code) of the SEC, the Secretary of State directs that, with effect from 6 
May 2020, the SMETS1 Supporting Requirements previously designated and incorporated 
into the SEC as Appendix AM of the SEC is hereby re-designated and incorporated in the 
form set out in Annex C of this direction.  
 
For the avoidance of doubt any re-designation of the Subsidiary Documents shall be without 
prejudice to anything done under the DCC Licence or the SEC on or after these documents 
first being designated, or to the continuing effectiveness of anything done under these 
documents prior to their re-designation (which shall have effect as if done under the re-
designated documents).  
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This direction is also being notified to the SEC Administrator and an updated version of the 
SEC to reflect these changes will be available on the SEC website in due course.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 

 
 
 
Duncan Stone  
 
Deputy Director & Head of Delivery,  
Smart Metering Implementation Programme  
 

(An official of the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy authorised to act on 

behalf of the Secretary of State) 

 

ANNEXES (separate documents) 

Annex A: SEC Appendix AL - SMETS1 Transition and Migration Approach Document v.4.0 

Annex B:  SEC Appendix AL - SMETS1 Transition and Migration Approach Document v.4.0 

marked up against version v.3.0 

Annex C: SEC Appendix AM – SMETS1 Supporting Requirements Document v.3.0 

Annex D: SEC Appendix AM – SMETS1 Supporting requirements Document v.3.0 marked 

up against version v.2.0  

 


