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Action: For Decision

SECMP0060 Change Board vote

1. Purpose

SECMP0060 ‘Amend Requirements to remove ‘Pending’ devices from SMI’ has undergone
Modification Report Consultation and is now being presented to the Change Board for vote. The
Change Board is invited to determine whether SECMPO0060 should be approved or rejected under
Self-Governance.

This paper provides a high-level summary of the key points. Full details can be found in the
Modification Report in Appendix A and the responses received to the Modification Report
Consultation in Appendix B.

2. Summary of the proposal
What is the issue?

Currently under the SEC, any Device in the Smart Metering Inventory (SMI) with a ‘Pending’ status
must be removed by the DCC after 12 months if the status has not changed. Delays to the Smart
Metering Equipment Technical Specifications (SMETS) 2 rollout programme have led to multiple
Communications Hub Devices still being listed as ‘Pending’ and potentially needing to be removed
from the SMI. The requirement in its current form is a potential barrier to the rollout and the affected
assets could be obsolete to Users in their current state. This is due to DCC Users being unable to
install Devices that have been removed from the SMI list and therefore increases the likelihood of
older Device models not being used and being charged by the DCC through the Communication Hub
Stock Level Charges as specified in SEC Section K ‘Charging Methodology’'.

What is the Proposed Solution?

SECMPO0060 proposes to increase the time period before removal from the SMI configurable so that it
may be changed in future with greater ease and changing the current value from 12 months to 36
months.

3. Modification Report Consultation responses

We received five responses to the Modification Report Consultation, with four responses (three Large
Suppliers and one Small Supplier) in support of SECMP0060 and one respondent (a Small Supplier)
against.
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The respondents in support of SECMP0060 generally agreed with the Proposer’s views that this
modification better facilitated SEC Objectives (a)?, (b)? and (f)3.

The respondent who was against SECMPO0060 felt the issue hadn’t been fully explored and that this
modification had gone straight to a solution. They recommended a series of actions to be taken to
investigate this further. We facilitated a meeting to discuss their queries with the modification and
explained that the Security Sub-Committee (SSC) had reviewed the solution and had flagged no risks.
This led to an enquiry over the SSC obligation to remove ‘pending’ Devices from the SMI if there are
no security risks associated with Devices remaining in the inventory for extended periods of time. A
verbal update will be given at the meeting to explain this outcome as we look into this query further.

Another respondent, although voting to approve, also had a number of comments on the modification
seeking further clarification, ranging from firmware being impacted under this modification to testing
costs. We contacted the DCC to seek answers to these queries ahead of the Change Board vote. The
DCC provided this information, which we have since sent back to the respondent. We are awaiting a
response from the respondent to this, and will provide a verbal update on this at the meeting.

4. Next steps
Determination approach

The Panel has determined that SECMPOO060 is a Self-Governance Modification. The Change Board’s
vote will therefore form a decision on the modification.

This decision will subject to a 10 Working Day objection period where Parties can refer the decision to
the Panel. If no objection is received, the Change Board’s decision will be final.

Implementation approach
The Panel has agreed the following implementation approach of:

e 7 November 2019 (November 2019 SEC Release) if a decision to approve is received by 24
April 2019.

5. Recommendations
The Change Board is requested to:
e AGREE that SECMP0060 should proceed to vote;

¢ DETERMINE whether SECMPO0060 should be APPROVED or REJECTED under Self-
Governance; and

e PROVIDE rationale for this decision against the General SEC Objectives.

1 Facilitate the efficient provision, installation, operation and interoperability of smart metering systems at energy consumers’
premises within Great Britain.

2 Enable the DCC to comply at all times with the objectives of the DCC and to discharge the other obligations imposed upon it
by the DCC License.

3 Ensure the protection of data and the security of data and systems in the operation of the SEC.
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Attachments
e Appendix A: SECMP0060 Modification Report
o Annex A: SECMP0060 Business Requirements
o Annex B: SECMP0060 Legal Text
o Annex C: SECMP0060 Impact Assessment
o Annex D: SECMP0060 Working Group Consultation responses

e Appendix B: SECMP0060 Modification Report Consultation responses
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