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Modification Report Consultation 
Responding to this consultation
This is the Modification Report Consultation for MP289 ‘BCDR Engagement’.
We invite you to respond to this consultation and welcome your responses to the questions set out in this form. To help us better understand your views on this Modification Proposal, please provide rationale to support your responses.
To help us process your response efficiently, please email your completed response form to sec.change@talan.com with the subject line ‘MP289 Modification Report Consultation response’.
If you have any questions or you wish to respond verbally, please contact Talia Lattimore on 020 7090 1010 or email sec.change@talan.com. 
Deadline for responses
This consultation will close at 17:00 on Tuesday 10 March 2026. 
The Change Board may not be able to consider late responses.

Summary of the proposal
What is the issue?
The Data Communications Company (DCC) approach to Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery (BCDR) Testing has evolved since SECMP0029 'Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery Testing Amendments' was implemented in 2018. The DCC feels that the current requirements do not take the DCC approach to testing into account and, as a result, the current Smart Energy Code (SEC) Party engagement requirements are no longer appropriate in every instance of BCDR testing. 
Some testing does not impact DCC Users or services. For example, desk-based exercises like discussion-based, scenario and/or simulation testing, as well as tests which run in parallel to other activities. Furthermore, some BCDR testing is completed as part of Planned Maintenance and the SEC requires the DCC to notify SEC Parties 20 Working Days before the start of the month where there is Planned Maintenance activities scheduled rather than 60 Working Days in advance. 
To complete engagement and notification activities efficiently, the DCC consults and notifies for a full calendar year of BCDR Testing. Therefore, the planning for BDCR Testing starts many months in advance. Which this is efficient, it can increase the likelihood of amendments needing to be made and further engagement being required. 
It should also be noted that SEC Parties currently have no formal visibility over how the DCC approaches its BCDR Tests in terms of the assessment on, and the approach to, testing. 

What is the solution?
The Proposer is seeking to amend Section H10.12A and H10.12B so that engagement and notification requirements only apply where BCDR testing is expected to impact the provision of DCC services.
For the avoidance of doubt, the DCC will continue to include all BCDR testing in its annual consultation as it does now. However, not applying the notification and engagement requirements for BCDR tests that are not expected to impact the provision of services will allow greater flexibility for change throughout the year if needed for these tests. 
The Propose is also looking to add new Section H10.12C requirements on the DCC to formalise the production and availability of the DCC BCDR Testing Approach document, these requirements include:
The DCC publishing the BCDR Testing Approach Document on the DCC website, for information purposes;
Ensuring the document is kept under review and updated as may be required from time to time;
Ensuring the document includes, as a minimum, the following information:
· BCDR Testing approach (planning, execution, post-test reviews and testing of new services before go-live);
· Future considerations for opportunities to reduce the impact to Service disruption; and
· Engagement approach with Parties and notifying them of BCDR testing.
For the avoidance of doubt, the DCC has not sought a review or made any amendments to the current approach to BCDR testing as part of this Modification and have only sought to make available more detailed information about the approach. 

Will I be impacted?
MP289 is expected to impact the following SEC Parties as DCC users:
Suppliers
Network Operators
Other SEC Parties
DCC
Full details of how this modification may impact you can be found in the Modification Report.
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	Click and insert your name
	Organisation
	Click and insert the name of the organisation you are responding for
	Phone number
	Click and insert a phone number we can call you on with any queries
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	Party Category
	Click and select your Party Category
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	Click and insert the name(s) of any SEC Parties you are responding for


	Confidential information

	Does your response contain any confidential information?

	Response
	Click and select your response
	If ‘yes’, please clearly mark all confidential information (e.g. in red font).
Any confidential responses will be shared with the Change Board and the Authority under a Red classification in accordance with the SEC Panel Information Policy.



Consultation questions
	Question 1

	Do you believe that MP289 should be approved or rejected?
Please provide your rationale with reference to the General SEC Objectives.

	Response
	Click and select your response
	General SEC Objectives
	☐ (a) facilitate the efficient provision, installation, and operation, as well as interoperability, of Smart Metering Systems at Energy Consumers’ premises within Great Britain

	
	☐ (b) enable the DCC to comply at all times with the General Objectives of the DCC (as defined in the DCC Licence), and to efficiently discharge the other obligations imposed upon it by the DCC Licence

	
	☐ (c) facilitate Energy Consumers’ management of their use of electricity and gas through the provision to them of appropriate information by means of Smart Metering Systems

	
	☐ (d) facilitate effective competition between persons engaged in, or in Commercial Activities connected with, the Supply of Energy

	
	☐ (e) facilitate such innovation in the design and operation of Energy Networks (as defined in the DCC Licence) as will best contribute to the delivery of a secure and sustainable Supply of Energy

	
	☐ (f) ensure the protection of Data and the security of Data and Systems in the operation of this Code

	
	☐ (g) facilitate the efficient and transparent administration and implementation of this Code

	
	☐ (h) facilitate the establishment and operation of the Alt HAN Arrangements

	Rationale
	Click and insert the rationale for your response


	Question 2

	Please provide any further comments you may have.

	Comments
	Click and insert the rationale for your response
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